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The meeting between 
University of Montana President 
George Dennison and members 
of Students for Economic and 
Social Justice scheduled after last 
week’s sit-in began at 11:30 a.m. 
And Dennison walked out at 11:37 
a.m.
He gave the students an 
emphatic “no” to their demands, 
saying nothing had changed as a 
result of their actions.
“Until the issues surrounding the 
(Designated Suppliers Program) 
are resolved, the University will 
not sign onto the DSP,” Dennison 
told the students.  “I’m not here to 
debate.”
The DSP is a worker’s rights 
agreement that if signed would 
limit UM’s garment purchases to 
companies that get their clothes 
from factories with acceptable 
labor standards. UM has already 
joined the Worker’s Rights 
consortium, which would manage 
the DSP, allowing the group to 
look into the track record of source 
factories.
Dennison did say UM would 
send a representative to the DSP’s 
working group in Washington 
D.C. in June. The group is made 
up of university administrators 
from schools that have signed onto 
the program. Participating schools 
meet to decide how the program 
works. Because UM has not signed 
on, they would only be observers 
at the conference.
Dennison was on a trip to Asia 
last week when nine students 
staged their sit-in, taking over his 
offi ce in Main Hall. It was then 
that Executive Vice President Jim 
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Schmautz takes her last shot.
They get hate mail. 
They never know if the voice on their 
answering machine will be amicable or 
antagonistic. 
A woman stopped by after a story ran 
in the Missoula Independent, says the Rev. 
Amy Carter, one of two pastors at University 
Congregationalist United Church of Christ on 
the corner of Hilda and University avenues. 
“After she read that story she assumed that I was 
a lesbian, and she came by to convert me,” she 
adds, laughing and using her long legs to swivel 
in a chair.
Friday will mark 15 years since her church 
became Open and Affi rming, the offi cial 
designation in the UCC for churches that accept 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people. 
The University Congregationalist is one of very 
few church organizations in Missoula with ties 
to the University of Montana that embrace the 
LGBTQQI community.
The church affi rms the basic Christian 
orthodoxies, says the Rev. Peter Shober, but it is 
not their tradition to tell people how to believe.
“We give people a lot of latitude,” he says, 
using his hands for emphasis. Shober sits across 
from Carter and leans back comfortably on a 
couch. His hair is white and curly. The glasses 
he slides on and off his nose occasionally hide 
his kind, expressive eyes. 
Carter is initially more reserved, but her 
warmth builds when she laughs, and a wide 
smile takes over her face. 
She says the church does not test its members 
on whether or not they believe “the right 
thing.” 
“There’s a wonderful saying, ‘In essentials, 
unity; in non-essentials, diversity; in all things, 
charity,’” Carter says. 
The themes of unity and freedom of religious 
expression are deeply rooted in church history. 
University Congregationalist materialized 
in 1922 a “free fellowship of seekers for truth 
Elizabeth Harrison
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Dennison says ‘No’ to workers’ rights agreement
President won’t make promises either; 
SESJ students pledge to continue trying
Hugh Carey/Montana Kaimin
UM President George Dennison talks with SESJ members, Kendra Kallevig, far right, Katie Pritchard, Hunter Baldwin, and ASUM Vice President Tara Ness during the 
meeting with SESJ in the UC Wednesday morning. The SESJ made an effort to have the DSP form signed, which was turned down by Dennison, after a sit-in protest at 
the Main Hall last week. 
‘Open and Affi rming’
Hugh Carey/Montana Kaimin
The Revs. Amy Carter and Peter Shober, pastors at the University Congregational United Church of Christ, have received hate mail for accepting gays and 
lesbians as members of their church. 
After fi ve hours of review and 
discussion of business manager 
candidate Jose Diaz’s campaign 
expenditures, the ASUM senate 
concluded that he overspent by 
$21.25 and should not be able to 
take offi ce next year if elected.
Confusion regarding the rules 
of parliamentary procedure fueled 
intense debate before the senate 
reached its decision. Diaz said 
he plans to challenge the events 
of Wednesday night’s meeting 
to the next ranking offi cial who 
oversees ASUM. ASUM senate 
is an independent body that has 
no oversight from 
the University 
of Montana. 
The elections 
committee chair 
Rikki Gregory 
said that the only option Diaz has 
is to seek legal counsel.
The elections committee has 
been reviewing Diaz’s campaign 
expenditures after complaints 
of Diaz overspending his $100 
allowed amount for campaigning 
was brought to Gregory’s 
attention.
Diaz and the elections 
committee met for the third time an 
hour before the senate meeting to 
discuss discrepancies concerning 
Diaz’s expenditures. 
The committee amended their 
original recommendation to say 
that they fi nd Diaz to have spent 
between $107.14 and $134.16, 
which is over the allowed $100 
campaign limit for business 
manager candidates and that he 
should not be able to take offi ce if 
elected.
Gregory told the senate that 
there is nothing in the ASUM 
bylaws addressing punishments 
for candidates that have overspent. 
In the past when candidates 
have overspent they have been 
disqualifi ed, Gregory said. 
The University of Montana had 
been involved in a lawsuit with 
Aaron Flint, who was kicked off 
ASUM senate for overspending 
on his campaign, Gregory said. 
The courts set a precedent saying 
that if the bylaws 
are violated, 
ASUM senate 
and elections 
c o m m i t t e e 
can decide a 
punishment for that candidate.
“We’re following the precedent 
of the Aaron Flint case,” she said.
Diaz said he feels that if the 
senate and elections committee 
didn’t want him to run then they 
should’ve told him in the fi rst 
place.
“A couple of people on the 
committee have started a Jose Diaz 
witch hunt,” he said.
Business manager Erica 
Henderson said that if Diaz had 
come to the committee ahead of 
time and said he’d overspent on 
several accounts she would’ve 
recommended he take down some 
banners and posters to bring him 
back under the $100 spending 
limit. 
For more info,
see page 4SEE PAGE 4 
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 Kaimin is a Salish word for messages. 
 The Montana Kaimin, in its 
110th year, is published by the 
students of The University of 
Montana, Missoula. The UM 
School of Journalism uses the 
Montana Kaimin for practice 
courses but assumes no con-
trol over policy or content. 
Send letters to the editor to 
kaiminletters@umontana.edu 
or drop them off in Anderson 
Hall 208.
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Clinton’s Pa. win prolongs primaryUM-China campus 
needs clarifi cation
EDITORIAL
It’s going to be a long 
summer.
Hillary Clinton won the 
Democratic Pennsylvania 
primary by the frustrating margin 
of 10 percent on Tuesday, giving 
her the backing she needed to 
argue she has reason to go on. 
But the size of the margin wasn’t 
large enough to actually change 
the dynamic of the race, so the 
primary really changed nothing.
Her win by only 10 points 
certainly does not mean “the tide 
is turning,” as she proclaimed last 
night. She only took one extra 
delegate according to the latest 
count from The New York Times. 
Barack Obama still leads by 150 
pledged delegates according to 
the Associated Press.
It still looks almost impossible 
for her to win the nomination, but 
this margin gave her reason to 
argue to the superdelegates that 
Obama can’t win the big states. 
Any smaller margin and there 
would have been calls from every 
corner of the Democratic Party 
for her to withdraw. A larger 
win may have actually given her 
a chance, albeit slim, at actually 
taking the nomination.
But her argument that Obama 
can’t take the big states doesn’t 
stick. These states include places 
such as Pennsylvania and Ohio, 
which both have large working 
class populations. And these are 
traditionally swing states.
But the economy is on the 
verge of a 
r e c e s s i o n 
thanks to the 
s u b p r i m e 
m o r t g a g e 
lending fallout, 
and these are 
some of the 
places where 
the pinch will 
be felt most.
It is silly to think that after 
these voters have seen the effects 
of a Republican administration’s 
economic policies, the loss of 
homes and life savings, they 
will want to vote in another 
Republican administration.  
And they must be especially 
“bitter” after watching that 
same administration give a $200 
billion bailout package to the 
fi nance sector, which is really 
responsible for the credit crunch, 
while people in these areas move 
into the family car.
Now, understanding this, and 
understanding  that  she  cannot win 
without stealing the nomination 
from the fi rst serious black 
contender  for  the presidency 
without backroom dealings 
involving superdelegates, it 
is understandable how bad 
these results really are for the 
Democratic Party.  
It is going to be a long summer 
of primaries that don’t matter and 
get excessive news coverage, 
of personal attacks being slung 
between two members of the 
same party, of confused party 
leaders, and of millions and 
millions of dollars of wasted 
campaign contributions.
Hope may be on the horizon 
in the form of the voters of North 
Carolina and Indiana, but in the 
most likely scenario during those 
next two primaries on May 6, 
Indiana will go for Clinton, and 
North Carolina for Obama. If he 
wins both by enough votes she 
will be forced out. But this won’t 
happen.
Some would think voters are 
actually electing the president 
in these whimsical contests in 
an already decided race. People 
almost forget about John McCain 
looming on the horizon, looking 
respectable in comparison.  
If these two Democrats 
hammer each other all the way 
to August, then no matter how 
bad of a recession George W. 
Bush’s administration has gotten 
the country into, McCain will be 
poised to pounce on an exhausted 
Obama.  
He’s already tired. The 
evidence was all over the 
airwaves last week during the 
thrashing he took at the ABC 
debate in Philadelphia.
If the Democratic Party 
wants to avoid a sweaty, sloppy, 
superfl uous summer, they need to 
encourage Clinton to come back 
down to earth and “turn on, tune 
in, drop out,” as Timothy Leary 
used to say.  
A Great Wall still surrounds President 
George Dennison’s recent trip to China.
While we know that Dennison spent the 
last few weeks in Asia, why he went, what 
he accomplished, where exactly he traveled 
and how much university money he spent 
remains a mystery.
Despite repeated attempts since last 
Friday to schedule a meeting with the 
president, the Kaimin has yet to be granted 
an interview.
Dennison may simply be too 
overwhelmed with end of the semester conferences, 
administration duties and student protests to set aside 
15 minutes to talk about his recent trip. Then again, his 
unwillingness to communicate might signify a desire to hide 
information about the status of the University of Montana’s 
China campus.
For more than three years, UM administration has 
dedicated money, time and resources to create a for-profi t 
branch campus in Xiamen, China to help supplement UM’s 
rising tuition costs.
Confl icts with logistics, tuition costs, exchange rates and 
particularly curriculum guidelines have been roadblocks to 
the project. While UM wants sole control over the course 
work and curriculum taught at the branch campus, disputes 
arose over the Chinese Ministry of Education’s request to 
have the fi nal say on course material.
A Chinese branch of UM could create a wealth of learning 
opportunities for UM students studying Chinese language, 
affairs and culture, provide UM with additional funding and 
offer a Western learning environment for Chinese university 
students.
But if the Chinese government ultimately controls the 
campus’ curriculum and censors the campus’ Internet, then 
UM has no business being there and supporting an institution 
that limits free speech and free access to information.
The ethics of creating a branch campus in a country 
known for its egregious human rights abuses, censorship of 
free speech and press and environmental degradation bring 
up a host of questions. Would students at the campus be 
able to research Chinese political dissidents serving long jail 
sentences without trial or reports of villagers murdered in the 
countryside? Would UM’s current focus on environmental 
sustainability transfer to its branch campus?
Without current information, though, students, faculty and 
UM’s hundreds of alumni donors and supporters cannot form 
their opinion about the satellite campus.
This past September Dennison said the plans to create the 
branch campus in Xiamen were slowly moving forward, but 
he continued to remain optimistic about the project’s success. 
As of now, though, it is unclear whether UM is still actively 
working on the project or when they expect the campus to be 
up and running.
If Dennison made progress solidifying the creation of 
the campus during his last few weeks abroad – the UM 
community deserves to know where the project stands. If the 
plans to form a satellite campus have fallen apart, Dennison 
needs to explain the failure and UM’s reasons for abandoning 
the endeavor.
Either way, it is unjust for Dennison to leave students and 
faculty in the dark about UM’s international affairs.
Economics not considered in the 
sweat shop protests
Last week when the SESJ 
decided to stage a protest in 
President Dennison’s offi ce they 
overlooked a very important 
part of the sweatshop issue, 
the economics of the situation. 
Economics? Isn’t that just a 
fancy word rich Republicans use 
while they fl y around in their 
private jets? No it’s not, and its 
more important than the SESJ 
can grasp.
Let me say fi rst that I’m 
not supporting sweatshops, 
and no human being should be 
subjected to abuse and neglect 
in the workplace or anywhere 
else for that matter. But consider 
what happens if the university 
enacts a policy like the one the 
SESJ has proposed. Say the 
university boycotts one of their 
clothing manufacturers until 
the employees get a raise and 
improved working conditions. 
Well, in order for that to happen 
the owners are going to have to 
spend more money on wages and 
to make improvements to the 
facilities. In turn they are going 
to start raising the prices on the 
goods they sell to the university. 
So when people back here in the 
states see that the prices of the 
products they were going to buy 
have increased steeply they are 
going to buy less products. In turn 
the university sells less, so they 
buy less from the manufacturer, 
and the manufacturer makes less 
money. That’s a basic economics 
lesson for you.
So what happens when the 
manufacturer can’t sell enough 
products and make enough money 
to cover the increase in employee 
wages? I guarantee they won’t 
take a hit in their own pocket; 
they will get rid of employees. 
It’s a hell of a lot better for poor 
people in China to make fi fty 
cents an hour than zero cents an 
hour. And what if the university 
boycotts a manufacturer all 
together? Well, I guess then they 
would be forced to fi re ALL their 
employees. Boycotting a supplier 
of Grizwear could put hundreds 
of very needy people out on the 
street. Nice job SESJ!
I understand that it’s not the 
fairest of systems we have on 
this planet but that’s the way it 
is. The economics of China and 
other manufacturing countries 
are tied directly to the supply and 
demand of the rest of the globe. 
You’re not going to put an end 
to sweatshops, SESJ, but you 
might put an end to one, and put 
the very people you’re trying to 
help out onto the street. So think 
about the whole picture next 
time you hold a protest when 
President Dennison isn’t even in 
the country (for the second time 
by the way). For future reference 
when the police ask you nicely 
to leave or get arrested, and you 
choose to stay, you deserve to get 
thrown in jail.
–Adam Cummings, 
Sophomore, Business
Administration
Letters 
to the 
Editor
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Cyberbear voting down Wednesday morning
Karen Plant/Montana Kaimin
ASUM election polls on Cyberbear were down for more than 
three hours Wednesday morning due to an error on the ballot. 
Voting resumed shortly after noon.
Voting was temporarily restricted until senate candidate Bonggoc 
Tangjaipak’s name was added. His name had been missing from 
the ballot since voting started at midnight.
All votes cast between midnight and 8:45 a.m. Wednesday will 
not be tallied.  Gregory said an email will be sent to all students 
registered on Cyberbear to notify them to revote if they voted before 
8:45 a.m. She said 120 votes were cast during that time. Gregory, 
a senior in political science major, said she is responsible for the 
mistake.
ASUM presidential candidate Allie Harrison said the mistake was 
unfortunate but realizes oversights are sometimes made. Harrison 
said she is making calls and telling fellow students they need to 
recast their ballot if they voted early. But in this situation, Harrison 
said, “I hope they procrastinated.”
Trevor Hunter, who is running against Harrison for ASUM 
president, said he isn’t too concerned over the mistake.  “Students 
have all day today and tomorrow to vote,” he said. “I doubt we 
have lost any ground.” 
Voting for student government executives and senators will 
continue until 8 p.m. Thursday
One issue the senate had with voting to disqualify 
Diaz from taking offi ce next year was that by 
approving this they would be choosing next year’s 
business manager and the student’s votes wouldn’t 
matter.
Senator Abbey Effertz said she didn’t feel 
comfortable picking the next business manager, 
which is what the senate would be doing if they 
voted that Diaz couldn’t hold offi ce next year.
Hours later in the meeting Effertz said ASUM 
senate has to uphold its bylaws or the body would 
fall apart. She said it’s a hard and not fun decision, 
but it’s what the senate has to do.
Senator Trevor Hunter said the senate has bylaws 
for a reason and that they can either stand by them 
100 percent or not stand by them at all.
Diaz urged the senate to entertain other possible 
consequences besides disqualifi cation. He said he 
has admitted that he overspent by a little and has 
done everything the elections committee has asked 
him to.
“I’m willing to do anything to stay in the race,” 
Diaz said. 
ASUM
Continued from page 1Can’t get enough 
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If you don’t have one, you 
probably know someone who 
does.
The nearly indestructible, 
clear plastic water bottles that are 
so often found around Missoula 
may start to disappear now that 
Nalgene, the brand that helped 
make them popular, decided to 
stop using polycarbonate plastic to 
produce the bottles.
Nalgene Outdoor Products 
made the decision last week to 
stop using the plastic after the 
Canadian government announced 
that it is likely to declare a 
necessary component of the bottles 
–  bisphenol-A, or BPA – toxic.
“It appears to me that there is 
suffi cient cause for concern,” said 
Bryan Thornton, general manager 
of the Bookstore at the University 
of Montana.
“As a retailer,” Thornton said, 
“the responsible thing to do is 
to: number one, warn people and 
number two, offer alternatives 
so the consumer has choice. And 
that’s what we do.”
Before the concern about 
BPA came up, the Bookstore 
had already eliminated Nalgene 
merchandise in favor of cheaper 
generic alternatives.
One line of generic bottles at 
the Bookstore appears to contain 
the toxic substance, and Dave 
Petelin, UM logo wear buyer for 
the Bookstore, said they have been 
in contact with manufacturers.  The 
Bookstore staff remains uncertain 
as to whether other bottles contain 
BPA.
The generic bottles have 
no identifi cation codes that let 
consumers know what went into 
the making of the plastic.
The identifi cation code found 
on the bottom of most plastic 
bottles is used to identify the resin 
content that went into producing 
the bottle, according to the Society 
of the Plastics Industry.
Most resins used in making 
plastics are represented by an 
identifi cation code between one 
and six, which are all BPA-free. 
But Nalgene bottles are a number 
seven, the “other” category, 
indicating the plastic was made 
with either a different resin or a 
combination of resins, including 
BPA.
Thornton said if the generic 
bottles do contain BPA, then they 
would eventually stop selling the 
bottles in favor of an alternative.
One alternative, said Petelin, 
is CamelBak’s BPA-free bottles. 
He said that CamelBak has been 
proactive in terms of creating 
a bottle that uses materials not 
associated with health concerns.
CamelBak’s BPA-free bottles 
are made from an Eastman Tritan 
copolyester that is more resistant 
to heat, which better prevents 
the leaching of possible harmful 
chemicals.
BPA can migrate in small 
amounts from plastic storage 
containers into foods and 
beverages, according to the 
European Food Safety Authority. 
But it is estimated that people’s 
average dietary exposure to BPA 
is well below the tolerable daily 
intake.
In a statement released last week, 
the American Chemistry Council, 
a trade association representing 
chemical manufacturers, said, 
“The use of polycarbonate plastic 
and epoxy resins for food contact 
applications has been and continues 
to be recognized as safe by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration, the 
European Food Safety Authority, 
the Japanese Ministry for Health, 
Labor and Welfare, and other 
regulatory authorities worldwide.”
Thornton said the Bookstore 
will continue to sell the generic 
bottles until they determine 
whether they contain BPA. If 
they do, he said they will inform 
customers of the concern until an 
alternative is found.
“As long as there’s choice,” 
Thornton said. “Let the consumer 
decide what they want to do.”
Nalgene brand may contain toxic plastics
Jeff Osteen
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Clinton’s donations surge after Pa. victory
WASHINGTON – Hillary 
Rodham Clinton parlayed her 
campaign-saving primary victory 
into a fundraising bonanza 
Wednesday in the Democratic 
presidential race. Rival Barack 
Obama, his delegate lead intact, 
said, “We just keep on plugging 
away.”
One day after Clinton’s 
comfortable win in Pennsylvania, 
she and Obama looked ahead 
to contests on May 6 in Indiana 
and North Carolina and offered 
sharply contrasting assessments 
of the race to date.
“The big win that I had, the 
broad base of coalition that I put 
together, is exactly what we’re 
going to need to have in the fall,” 
the former fi rst lady said, arguing 
that her Pennsylvania victory 
showed she was more electable 
than her rival. “And in fact that’s 
what I’ve done, in big states, in 
swing states,” since the campaign 
began, she told CBS.
Obama disputed that, saying he 
had defeated Clinton in primaries 
or caucuses in several general 
election battleground states and 
would “have a much better chance 
of winning” them in the fall. He 
mentioned Virginia, Colorado, 
Wisconsin and Iowa.
He also countered Clinton’s 
suggestions that he’s not tough 
enough to shoulder the presidency. 
“You know, I’ve always believed 
that if you’re tough, you don’t 
have to talk about it,” he said.
With her win, Clinton made 
only a modest dent in Obama’s 
overall delegate lead, and she has 
virtually no prospect of overtaking 
him before the primary season 
ends on June 3. Instead, she hopes 
to convince party leaders who will 
attend the national convention 
as superdelegates that she is 
better able to defeat Republican 
John McCain in November, and 
persuade them to swing behind 
her candidacy as a result.
With a handful of Pennsylvania 
delegates yet to be awarded, 
Obama had 1,723.5 and Clinton 
had 1,592.5 in The Associated 
Press nationwide count. It takes 
2,025 to clinch the nomination.
Clinton said donors had 
contributed more than $3 million 
to her candidacy in the hours since 
her Pennsylvania victory, some of 
it from thousands of new donors. 
Her campaign said she was on 
track for raising $10 million in the 
fi rst 24 hours after her victory.
Financial reports on fi le with 
the Federal Election Commission 
underscored her need. Obama 
showed more than $40 million in 
cash on hand as of April 1, while 
her debts of $10 million exceeded 
her cash of just over $9 million.
McCain sought to strengthen his 
credentials as an unconventional 
Republican, campaigning in a 
poor region of Kentucky following 
stops earlier in the week in Selma, 
Ala., site of a historic civil rights 
march, and Youngstown, Ohio, a 
down-at-the-mouth steel city.
He spent part of Wednesday 
in an intramural dispute, 
unsuccessfully urging the North 
Carolina Republican Party not 
to air a commercial that shows 
Obama’s former minister, Rev. 
Jeremiah Wright, denouncing the 
United States from the pulpit.
The commercial says both 
Democratic candidates in the state 
gubernatorial primary support 
Obama, whom it labels “just too 
extreme for North Carolina.”
“The television advertisement 
you are planning to air degrades 
our civics and distracts us from the 
very real differences we have with 
the Democrats,” McCain wrote 
Linda Daves, North Carolina party 
chairwoman. “In the strongest 
terms, I implore you to not run this 
advertisement.”
Daves turned the request aside, 
saying, “It is entirely appropriate 
for voters to evaluate candidates 
based on their past associations.”
Clinton and Obama each netted 
one superdelegate during the day.
Rep. John Tanner of Tennessee 
announced his support for the 
former fi rst lady, and Oklahoma 
Gov. Brad Henry endorsed her 
rival.
Both candidates campaigned 
in Indiana during the day, a state 
that looks far more competitive 
than North Carolina, where a large 
black population gives Obama an 
advantage.
In New Albany, Ind., Obama 
was asked why he thought he 
could win Indiana when he lost 
Pennsylvania and Ohio, two states 
with large numbers of blue-collar 
workers.
“People are a little more 
familiar with me here,” he said of 
a state that shares a border and a 
northern television market with 
Illinois.
He also turned back questions 
about his toughness.
“Nobody has complained more 
about the press, about questions 
at debates, about being mistreated 
as Sen. Clinton has or President 
Clinton has,” he said. “We have 
been pretty tame in terms of 
taking our shots and just rolling 
with them.”
Clinton was in Indianapolis, 
where she pledged to focus on 
economic issues. “This campaign 
for me here in Indiana is about 
jobs, jobs, jobs and jobs,” she said. 
She promised to make investments 
in manufacturing and to end tax 
breaks for companies that ship 
jobs overseas.
A new dispute broke out in a 
campaign fi lled with them, this 
one involving vote counts.
Clinton said she had “received 
more votes by the people who 
have voted, than anybody else.” 
Her reckoning included Florida 
and Michigan, states that held 
primaries so early in the year 
that the Democratic National 
Committee said they did not count, 
and denied seating to delegates.
Obama leads in the combined 
vote totals in primaries and 
caucuses that have counted, and 
he dismissed Clinton’s claim.
“There have been a number 
of different formulations that the 
Clinton camp has been trying to 
arrive at to suggest that somehow 
they’re not behind,” he said.
Associated Press writers Beth 
Fouhy, Libby Quaid and Liz Sidoti 
contributed to this story.
David Espo
ASSOCIATED PRESS
PleaseRecycle this paper! U.S., Britain, France protest Nazi commentUNITED NATIONS (AP) – Diplomats from the United States, 
Britain and France have walked 
out of a U.N. Security Council 
meeting after Libya compared 
the situation in Gaza to Nazi 
concentration camps.
Wednesday’s walkout was a 
rare protest by members of the 
U.N.’s most powerful body against 
one of their own members.
It came when Libya’s deputy 
ambassador made the comment 
during a closed council discussion 
of the possibility of issuing a 
press statement on recent Mideast 
events.
Britain’s deputy U.N. 
ambassador Karen Pierce says a 
number of council members were 
dismayed by Libya’s approach 
“and do not believe that such 
language helps advance the peace 
process.”
Pissed? Pleased? Perturbed?
Write a letter to the editor. kaiminletters@umontana.edu
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Risk of depression dims hopes for anti-addiction pills
CHICAGO – Two years ago, 
scientists had high hopes for new 
pills that would help people quit 
smoking, lose weight and maybe 
kick other tough addictions like 
alcohol and cocaine.
The pills worked in a novel way, 
by blocking pleasure centers in the 
brain that provide the feel-good 
response from smoking or eating. 
Now it seems the drugs may block 
pleasure too well, possibly raising 
the risk of depression and suicide.
Margaret Bastian of suburban 
Rochester, N.Y., was among 
patients who reported problems 
with Chantix, a highly touted 
quit-smoking pill from Pfi zer Inc. 
that has been linked to dozens of 
reports of suicides and hundreds 
of suicidal behaviors.
“I started to get severely 
depressed and just going down 
into that hole ... the one you can’t 
crawl out of,” said Bastian, whose 
doctor took her off Chantix after 
she swallowed too many sleeping 
pills and other medicines one 
night.
Side effects also plague two 
other drugs:
– Rimonabant, an obesity pill 
sold as Acomplia in Europe, was 
tied to higher rates of depression 
and a suicide in a study last month. 
The maker, Sanofi -Aventis SA, 
still hopes to win its approval in 
the United States.
– Taranabant, a similar pill in 
late-stage testing, led to higher 
rates of depression and other side 
effects in a study last month. Its 
maker, Merck & Co., stopped 
testing it at middle and high 
doses.
The makers of the new drugs 
insist they are safe, although 
perhaps not for everyone, such as 
people with a history of depression. 
Having to restrict the drugs’ use 
would be a big setback because 
it would deprive the very people 
who need help the most, since 
addictions and depression often 
go hand-in-hand, doctors say.
A bigger fear is that the whole 
approach may be in trouble. 
Researchers say blocking pleasure, 
especially the way the obesity 
drugs do, might take the fun out of 
many things, not just the harmful 
substances and behaviors these 
drugs target.
It may be possible to improve the 
drugs so they act more precisely. 
Chantix targets a different pathway 
_ nicotine pleasure switches _ and 
in a different way than the obesity 
drugs, which aim at the same 
pathway that gives pot smokers 
the munchies. That is one reason 
many doctors are optimistic that 
any risks about Chantix will prove 
manageable.
But doctors are no longer 
talking about so-called “super 
pills” for a host of addictions.
“It certainly diminishes my 
enthusiasm” to see these side 
effects, said Mark Egli, co-leader 
of medicine development at the 
National Institute on Alcohol 
Abuse and Alcoholism.
The buzz started four years ago, 
when studies showed rimonabant 
helped people shed weight and 
keep it off longer than previous 
pills had. It also was being tested 
for smoking cessation. The 
Associated Press and other media 
reported extensively on prospects 
for a pill that might tackle two big 
problems at once.
Rimonabant won approval in 
Europe. But advisers to the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration 
opposed it because of depression 
risks that became clearer with 
further study. Sanofi  withdrew its 
U.S. application and said it hoped 
to resubmit after more research.
But in a new study last month, 
43 percent of people taking 
rimonabant developed psychiatric 
issues versus 28 percent of those 
on dummy pills. One rimonabant 
patient committed suicide and 
one in the placebo group tried to. 
Unlike previous studies, this one 
did not exclude people who had 
depression in the past.
“I felt it was important to do 
an ‘all-comers’ study” to see how 
real-world patients might fare, 
said Cleveland Clinic’s Dr. Steven 
Nissen, who led the work.
Sanofi  now tells doctors to 
avoid giving the drug to people 
with a history of depression, said 
a company vice president, Dr. 
Douglas Greene.
“We are at the cutting edge of 
being able to manage this risk,” he 
said.
Meanwhile, Merck had bad 
news from a study of its obesity 
drug, taranabant, which showed 
an increased risk of depression and 
other side effects among people 
taking medium and high doses.
“We’re doing a lot to defi ne this 
risk-benefi t,” including adding 
another year to all studies under 
way and going forward only with 
the lowest dose, said a Merck vice 
president, Dr. John Amatruda.
Others were less optimistic.
“The door is closing” on this 
approach, said Dr. James Stein, a 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
cardiologist. If another study he is 
helping lead does not show benefi t 
for rimonabant, “this drug’s 
already slim chances of approval 
will be even more jeopardized,” 
he said.
The situation is murkier with 
Chantix, which went on sale in 
the U.S. in 2006 and is sold as 
Champix in other countries.
The drug binds to the same 
spots in the brain that nicotine 
does when people smoke, causing 
release of a “feel-good” chemical, 
dopamine. Taking it is supposed 
to keep any inhaled nicotine from 
giving the same buzz.
In February, the FDA said a link 
between Chantix and psychiatric 
problems appears “increasingly 
likely.” Pfi zer added warnings 
to the drug’s label and said that 
although a link had not been 
proved, it could not be ruled out.
But a Pfi zer vice president, 
Dr. Ponni Subbiah, said nicotine 
withdrawal and even quitting 
smoking can cause mood swings 
and depression.
It is hard to know “what is 
causing what,” she said. “We 
know that smokers are at higher 
risk of suicide than non-smokers, 
and heavy smokers are at higher 
risk than lighter smokers.”
Some doctors agreed.
“Psychologically, just giving 
up this ‘friend’ that they’ve had 
many years in their life can be 
depressing,” said Dr. Geoffrey 
Williams, co-director of the 
Greater Rochester Area Tobacco 
Cessation Center and a paid 
speaker for Pfi zer.
Jeanne Morrison, 63, of 
suburban of Louisville, Ky., 
looked forward to giving up 
cigarettes when she and a friend 
went on Chantix. The friend did 
well, but Morrison lasted only 10 
days on it.
“I got so depressed, I didn’t 
want to go anywhere. I didn’t 
want to do anything, and I’m 
a very high-energy person. It 
was a depression like I’ve never 
experienced in my life,” she 
said. She also had “major, major 
nightmares. These would wake 
me up, and I would be absolutely 
shaking and sweating.”
Several doctors said such 
reactions are rare, and that most 
patients do well on Chantix.
Morrison’s doctor, psychiatrist 
Dr. Jesse Wright at the University 
of Louisville, said Chantix 
helped one of his schizophrenic 
patients, “who smoked like a 
smokestack,” without worsening 
his psychological symptoms.
“The risk-benefi t ratio is still 
very much on the side of use of the 
medication,” Williams said. “The 
alternative, smoking, is extremely 
highly risky.”
Marilynn Marchinoe
ASSOCIATED PRESS
At least 90 reported killed in Sri Lanka
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka – Tamil 
rebels and Sri Lankan troops 
fought one of their fi ercest battles 
in years Wednesday, battering 
each other with small arms and 
mortars in a confrontation that the 
military said killed 52 guerrillas 
and 38 soldiers.
The rebels claimed they killed 
more than 100 soldiers and lost 
only 16 of their fi ghters in a 10-
hour fi refi ght they characterized 
as a rout of the heavily armed 
government forces.
Either way, the battle was a 
serious blow to the government’s 
promise to capture the Tamil 
Tigers’ de facto state in the north, 
crush the rebel group and end the 
25-year-old civil war in this Indian 
Ocean island nation by the end of 
the year.
As with most battles, the two 
sides gave very different accounts.
The military said fi ghting 
broke out just before dawn when 
rebel forces overran government 
positions in the rugged Muhamalai 
region of the Jaffna peninsula, 
north of rebel-held territory
Government troops fought 
back with small arms, mortars 
and tanks, eventually driving 
off the assault and launching a 
counteroffensive that pushed 500 
yards into Tamil Tiger territory, 
the military spokesman, Brig. 
Udaya Nanayakkara, said.
Soon after the ground fi ghting, 
air force jets and helicopters 
destroyed two rebel artillery 
positions and hit rebel bunkers 
in the area, the military said in a 
statement.
Ravi Nessman
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life,” as preached in the very fi rst 
sermon, according to the church 
Web site. 
In 1966, it merged with the 
United Church of Christ, and now 
hosts a congregation of more than 
600 members.
While the church does not 
impose a hierarchical tradition on 
its members like other Christian 
denominations, they do adhere to 
the essential tenets of Christianity 
— namely a belief in Jesus Christ 
as the Son of God.
“That story of Jesus, that guides 
us,” says Carter, dressed in a fl eece 
pullover and jeans.
The two pastors sit casually in a 
basement room under the narthex 
of the church. Outside, the sound 
of volunteers fl oats in from the 
open door. At one point, a fl uffy 
white poodle named Rosie runs 
in and rests her nose on Shober’s 
khaki-covered leg. 
The informality and solace of 
this weekday meeting is similar 
to the atmosphere of the services 
at University Congregationalist. 
Some come clad in dresses; others 
sport their favorite team’s jersey 
on Super Bowl Sunday.
Still, Shober and Carter lead 
services in robes and stoles, and 
their services follow a somewhat 
traditional Sunday Order of 
Worship that includes scripture, 
hymns, responsive readings, a 
sermon and prayer. 
The sanctuary is not unlike 
many small churches in Montana 
– wooden vaulted ceilings, rows 
of pews, steps leading to a raised 
platform at the front. 
But on closer look, the lectern is 
not raised above the congregation. 
It sits surrounded by rows of pews 
below the steps.
Despite the church’s differences 
with mainstream Protestant 
denominations, the two sacraments 
of baptism and communion remain 
the same, Shober says. 
The difference is that 
University Congregationalist 
does not exclude anyone in the 
sacrament of communion, as do 
some denominations.
“All those who desire or possess 
a belief in Christ are welcome at 
the open table,” Shober says. 
The church doesn’t necessarily 
believe in a literal interpretation 
of the Bible, he says, but they 
do embrace the text as guiding 
narrative for faith.
However, the hate mail and 
phone calls don’t come in response 
to the church’s doctrine, say Carter 
and Shober. 
They come because of its 
unapologetic acceptance of and 
activities supporting members 
of the LGBTQQI community in 
Missoula. 
“I would bet that our 
congregation is a refl ection of the 
general population with maybe 
a few more gay and lesbian folk 
because we are overtly open to and 
affi rming of people of all kinds of 
sexual orientation,” Shober says. 
Carter says they provide 
meeting space for a dinner group 
for people with HIV, their families 
and friends, as well as a monthly 
gay and lesbian potluck, and they 
perform what she and Shober call 
Holy Unions, unions between gay 
or lesbian couples. 
“Since it’s not legal, we do 
what we call a spiritual, a worship 
service,” Carter says. She says these 
services are similar to marriage 
services between heterosexual 
couples, sans the legal license. 
Carter and Shober both received 
a master’s of divinity from the 
Pacifi c School of Religion in 
Berkeley, Calif., which they 
say has emerged into being a 
“very, very welcoming seminary 
for gay and lesbian people.” 
The Rev. John Lund, an ordained 
ELCA Lutheran pastor and peer 
minister for the University of 
Montana’s Lutheran Campus 
Ministries, also attended Pacifi c. 
His group partners with 
University Congregationalist, 
where he preaches on occasion, 
and they periodically hold their 
Wednesday worship service at the 
church.  
Lund, a thin man in his early 
40s with a goatee and brownish 
salt-and-pepper curls, tosses a 
small red apple into the air. He 
explains that 95 percent of the 
funding for his group comes from 
the Lutheran church but that it is a 
conglomeration of denominations.
“Twice in the last two weeks 
somebody said they heard 
somebody referring to our group 
as the group that’s not really 
Christian,” he says. “Which I think 
is actually pretty funny, but on the 
other end I wonder what that’s 
exactly about.”
At LCM on a Sunday night in 
March, members slowly drift into 
Emmaus House, just down the 
street from Carter and Shober’s 
church, for the group’s weekly 
dinner and fellowship. 
The smell of corn, black bean 
and zucchini enchiladas welcomes 
students from the chilly air 
outside. 
UM senior Tracy Louk, who 
prepared the meal, walks the 
length of the kitchen in her UM 
sweatpants and fuzzy slippers. 
“I started at Campus Crusade 
for Christ because of a friend,” she 
says. “It didn’t meld well with me. 
It felt more welcome here.” 
She says the group is generally 
more open-minded, and that she 
thinks of Lund as 
liberal. 
“ H e 
challenges you to 
think about things 
differently,” she 
says. 
As about 
10 students sit 
around the living 
room after dinner, 
Lund asks them 
their plans for the 
week.
They voice 
concerns about 
midterms, talk 
of plans for the 
summer and 
discuss a recent anti-war rally some 
attended in Caras Park. This leads 
into a deeper discussion about the 
use of God in warfare. 
“You could name anything, 
say Darfur,” Lund said earlier that 
week. “It is so devastating … the 
pain that is in the world right now, 
it will put you under.” 
You can feel so hopeless, he 
says, adding that faith and the 
Christian path offer hope. 
“Even in death there’s still 
hope,” he said. “I think that’s what 
the church can offer in a healthy 
way, is that spiritual grounding to 
be engaged in the realities of the 
world.” 
One reality is the struggle some 
face with their sexual orientation. 
Lund says the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of America, like 
the United Church of Christ, has a 
similar process of naming churches 
Open and Affi rming. 
The offi cial title is Reconciled 
in Christ, and he says LCM is the 
only Lutheran body in the state of 
Montana to hold 
such a title.
Lund said that 
not everyone 
may have a 
liberal sense 
about him or 
her, but he says 
LCM is a safe 
place, especially 
for those 
q u e s t i o n i n g 
their sexuality.
“People that 
have a real hard 
time with that 
position usually 
end up not 
staying with our 
group,” he says about the LCM’s 
acceptance of homosexuals. 
Clay Murdock, a senior at UM, 
is a former member of Lutheran 
Campus Ministries. He is now a 
member of Chi Alpha Christian 
Fellowship, a campus group 
affi liated with the Assemblies of 
God. 
Murdock grew up on a ranch 
north of Malta, a town of about 
2,000 people, and says he left LCM 
in part because of the progressive 
nature of the group. 
He says he plans to become a 
Lutheran pastor and joined the 
RELIGION
Continued from page 1
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The Rev. John Lund leads a discussion about the role of God in warfare during Lutheran Campus Ministry’s weekly dinner and fellowship at Emmaus House.
Hugh Carey/Montana Kaimin
The Rev. John Lund has been the peer minister for Lutheran Campus Ministry since fall of 2005. 
“
     
Some people look at 
the Bible as an instruc-
tion manual, and other 
people look at it as a 
love letter. Imagine how 
you read an instruction 
manual, and imagine how 
you read a love letter.
– The Rev. Peter 
Shober 
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group because of his roots in the 
Lutheran church.
Murdock says he disagreed 
with LCM’s acceptance of 
homosexuality. 
“I used to struggle a lot with my 
sexuality. And I know that with 
reading the Bible and sticking to 
it, God has walked me out of that,” 
he says.
While he never experimented 
in homosexuality, Murdock 
says, he went through a period 
of questioning whether or not he 
was gay or straight, and he says 
emotionally he almost felt pushed 
toward it. 
“I grew up without a dad,” 
he says. “And I was sexually 
abused as a child. That 
sets you up for problems.” 
He says he believes the abuse led 
to the confusion he experienced 
about his sexuality. 
While he says he doesn’t 
feel questioning one’s sexuality 
is sinful, he believes living a 
homosexual lifestyle is.
“Emotions don’t dictate who 
you are and who you become,” 
he says. “There are different 
counseling options and inner 
healing. I don’t think it’s a sinful 
thing to go through.” 
While attending LCM, 
Murdock says he talked to some 
of the interim peer ministers at the 
time (according to Murdock, Lund 
was not a peer minister when he 
joined the group in Fall 2004), and 
they did not tell him to suppress 
homosexual thoughts. 
“That really bothered me,” he 
says. “I’m going to be a Lutheran 
pastor; I’m going to have to deal 
with that my whole life. It was eye 
opening for both of us.”
Although Murdock is a member 
of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, he considers himself to be 
more conservative.
The church has engaged in 
conversation about ordaining 
homosexuals, but hasn’t gone as 
far as the UCC. 
“They’re more open to 
homosexuality as not being 
against the Bible,” he says. “I 
would disagree with that really 
strongly.” 
Shober says he understands 
that many would not agree with 
the University Congregationalist’s 
set of beliefs, “But we feel deeply 
that this has come to us as a gift,” 
he says. “We affi rm these beliefs 
because of the Bible, not in spite 
of it, because of the remarkable 
experiences of welcoming 
people who had historically been 
excluded.” 
Carter says the church also 
believes that human sexuality is a 
gift from God, and that sexuality 
is expressed and experienced in a 
variety of ways. 
When they read the Bible, she 
says, they tend to look at larger 
themes.
Shober adds, “Some people 
look at the Bible as an instruction 
manual, and other people look at 
it as a love letter. Imagine how 
you read an instruction manual, 
and imagine how you read a love 
letter.” 
Carter says the church’s 
tradition has always been in the 
forefront of creating a society 
inclusive and welcoming of all 
people. 
“So we were at the forefront 
of the abolitionist movement; we 
were the fi rst to ordain women; 
we were the fi rst to ordain gay and 
lesbian people,” she says. “It’s part 
of our tradition to continually seek 
the edges in which God might be 
calling us.”
She discusses the personal 
feelings voiced to her from gay 
and lesbian members of her 
congregation who have been 
preached to about homosexuality 
as a sin. 
“And you know how much 
damage that can do to a person’s 
spirit and a person’s sense of well-
being,” Carter says. 
“And how much that kind 
of understanding of seeing 
homosexuality as a sin creates an 
attitude of hate toward people.”
Even Murdock has a hard time 
disagreeing with that.
“My heart really goes out to 
people that are struggling with it,” 
he says. “It’s not an easy or fun 
thing. You just need to love people 
— you need to love them into 
whatever God wants for them.”
Everyone sins just as much as 
the next person, he adds.
Lund says if students 
approached him for advice while 
struggling with their sexualities, 
he would tell them spiritually, they 
are created as children of God. 
“And this is not, in my opinion, 
a sinful state of being,” he says.
Carter says she believes the 
Open and Affi rming stance at her 
church has made a huge difference 
in helping people understand who 
they are. 
“I know that with our stance 
we have saved people’s lives,” she 
says. “And made a huge difference 
in people and understanding who 
they are, and that they are welcome 
and that they are loved by God. 
And that’s a huge thing.”
www.montanakaimin.com
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LEFT:Emmaus House, located on University Avenue, is the primary meeting 
space for UM’s Lutheran Campus Ministry. The group recently remodeled the 
downstairs, and students rent rooms in the upstairs portion.
BELOW:Lutheran Campus Ministry members and UM students Karl 
Hallgrimson, left, Tracy Louk, and Sarah Sonray interact during discussion at 
Emmaus House in March. 
Pleased? 
Perturbed?
Leave a comment at
montanakaimin.com
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CANBERRA, Australia – 
Runners bearing the Olympic torch 
completed a 10-mile relay through 
the Australian capital’s crowd-
lined streets Thursday, unimpeded 
by sporadic anti-China protests 
that left several people arrested.
Thousands turned out for 
the Canberra relay on the cool 
and sunny autumn day as police 
manned crowd-control barriers 
and vowed that nothing would 
stop the torch from completing its 
three-hour journey.
The event began without 
major incident as a half-dozen 
offi cers – in jogging pants, T-
shirts and baseball caps – formed 
a loose cordon around the runner. 
Overhead, an airplane sky writer 
wrote the words “Free Tibet” in 
white letters.
An hour into the relay, a man 
leaped out from the crowd and 
sat cross-legged about 35 feet in 
front of the runner. Police quickly 
hauled him away and the runner 
didn’t stop.
But there were no other 
challenges to the event and nearly 
three hours after the start, fi ve-time 
gold medal winner Ian Thorpe 
completed the fi nal leg by lighting 
a ceremonial cauldron.
Away from the route, three 
Tibetan women blocked the street 
in front of Parliament. Police also 
took them away. Another protester 
shouted “stop killing in Tibet,” 
and he was led off.
Police presence was heavy 
amid organizers’ concerns that 
chaotic demonstrations that 
marred the event elsewhere could 
be repeated.
Protests of China’s human rights 
record and its crackdown on anti-
government activists in Tibet have 
turned the relay into a contentious 
issue for the Olympic movement. 
Many countries have changed 
routes and boosted security along 
the fl ame’s six-continent journey 
to the Aug. 8-24 games in Beijing.
People carrying Chinese fl ags 
strongly outnumbered those 
carrying Tibetan fl ags or placards 
criticizing Beijing’s human rights 
record. At some places, chanting 
of “One China” broke out. At 
others, eager supporters waving 
Chinese banners tried to keep up 
with the relay.
Shortly before the start of the 
relay, television footage showed 
dozens of China supporters facing 
off against a group carrying 
blue-colored fl ags representing 
the China’s Muslim minority 
Uighurs. Minor scuffl ing broke 
out as offi cials sought to separate 
the groups. Police said at least 
one person was arrested. Soon 
afterward, Tibetan activists set 
alight a Chinese fl ag. Police led 
away one person.
Security to guard the 80 
torchbearers has been boosted _ 
offi cials say the expense doubled 
in recent weeks to $1.9 million 
_ although the several hundred 
police expected to be deployed is 
far fewer than the thousands who 
guarded the fl ame in India and 
Indonesia.
Pro-Tibet groups said said about 
500 people showed up in Canberra 
for peaceful protests. In response, 
Chinese student groups organized 
bus trips from Sydney and other 
cities for those wanting to support 
the relay.
“We didn’t expect this reaction 
from the Chinese community which 
is obviously a well-coordinated 
plan to take the day by weight of 
numbers,” Ted Quinlan, the chief 
organizer of the Australia relay, 
told the Australian Broadcasting 
Corp. “We have assurances that it 
will be done peacefully.”
Three-foot-tall crowd-control 
barriers lined the relay circuit, 
which has been shortened out 
of security concerns. But it still 
threads along a 10-mile path past 
Parliament House and within 200 
yards of the Chinese Embassy.
“We are determined that this 
torch will run its full route,” Police 
Chief Mike Phelan told reporters.
Protesters in Australia for Olympic torch relay 
Rod McGuirk
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WASHINGTON – President 
Bush is promoting his top Iraq 
commander, Army Gen. David 
Petraeus, and replacing him 
with the general’s recent deputy, 
keeping the U.S. on its war course 
and handing the next president a 
pair of combat-tested commanders 
who have relentlessly defended 
Bush’s strategies.
Bush will nominate Petraeus 
to replace Navy Adm. William 
J. Fallon as chief of U.S. Central 
Command, Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates announced 
Wednesday. The command’s area 
of responsibility features some 
of the most vexing military and 
foreign policy problems facing this 
administration and its successor _ 
including Iran, Pakistan, Lebanon, 
parts of Africa and Afghanistan in 
addition to Iraq.
Fallon resigned last month, 
saying news reports that he was 
at odds with the White House 
over Iran policy had become a 
distraction. He was the fi rst Navy 
offi cer to lead Central Command; 
the Petraeus choice represents a 
return to the more common practice 
of making it an Army slot.
Petraeus would be succeeded at 
a pivotal time in Baghdad by Army 
Lt. Gen. Ray Odierno, who was 
the No. 2 commander in Iraq for 
15 months. He has been credited 
by many with deftly managing 
security gains that Petraeus told 
Congress this month have opened 
a pathway for potential political 
progress in the country.
Gates said he hoped the Senate 
would act on both nominations by 
next month and expected Petraeus 
to switch to the Central Command 
job, which is based in Tampa, Fla., 
by late summer or early fall.
That is the point at which 
Petraeus is likely to make an 
initial recommendation to Gates 
and to Bush on whether conditions 
in Iraq are stable enough to permit 
a further reduction in U.S. troop 
levels.
The United States has about 
160,000 troops in Iraq and about 
28,000 in Afghanistan. The strain 
of those wars has taken a heavy 
toll on U.S. ground forces.
Among the politically sensitive 
questions Petraeus would face 
as head of Central Command is 
whether the military focus on 
Iraq is limiting what U.S. and 
allied forces can accomplish in 
Afghanistan. And he would be 
pressed on the matter of using 
military force against Iran.
The next president taking offi ce 
in January would not be compelled 
to keep either Petraeus or Odierno, 
but normally the lineup of senior 
commanders _ as well as the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff _ is not changed with 
administrations.
“There is no precedent in U.S. 
tradition for a new president 
changing these kinds of offi cers,” 
said Stephen Biddle, a senior 
fellow at the Council on Foreign 
Relations and an occasional adviser 
to Petraeus. “For an incoming 
president to change them (in 2009) 
would be a real statement.”
Many Republicans, including 
all-but-certain presidential 
nominee John McCain, are 
enthusiastic Petraeus supporters. 
Democrats on Capitol Hill are not 
expected to oppose either Petraeus 
or Odierno, but they are likely 
to raise tough questions during 
confi rmation hearings.
Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid noted after Gates’ 
announcement that any war 
commander must be committed to 
“implementing major changes in 
strategy” if directed to do so by a 
new president.
“The Senate will carefully 
examine these nominations, and 
I will be looking for credible 
assurances of a strong commitment 
to implementing a more effective 
national security strategy,” said 
Reid, D-Nev.
Bush promotes Petraus to chief position
Robert Burns
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Dentist to sue 
Chicago Bulls’ 
mascot Benny
CHICAGO  – An errant high 
fi ve has prompted a dentist to sue 
the Chicago Bulls for the actions 
of mascot Benny the Bull.
Don Kalant alleges in a lawsuit 
fi led Monday that he raised his 
hand during a Feb. 12 game to get 
a high-fi ve from Barry Anderson, 
a Montana native who plays the 
mascot. But instead of slapping 
Kalant’s palm, the lawsuit said 
Anderson grabbed his arm as 
he fell forward, hyperextending 
Kalant’s arm and rupturing his 
biceps muscle.
Kalant’s attorney, Shawn 
Kasserman, said the mascot either 
inadvertently tripped or, as part 
of the shtick, tripped, grabbing 
Kalant’s arm as he fell forward.
Kasserman says Kalant had 
surgery and could miss as much 
as four months of work. Kalant is 
seeking unspecifi ed damages for 
medical bills, physical pain and 
lost earnings.
Neither Bulls offi cials nor 
Anderson have commented on the 
lawsuit.
Anderson played the University 
of Montana mascot Monte from 
2001-04.
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Yellow Bicycle Glory
Eric Oravsky / Montana Kaimin
Rental yellow bicycle racers take part in the fi rst Walk N Roll bike race around the Oval. The race, put on by the ASUM Offi ce of Transportation, had 25 contestants who rode through the rain to glory, or perished in defeat.
BILLINGS, Mont. – A 72-
year-old Billings man was 
sentenced Wednesday to more 
than 11 years in prison for selling 
methamphetamine.
Joseph Ponce, who  had admitted 
selling the drug on and off since 
the late 1980s, was sentenced to 11 
years and three months in prison.
U.S. District Judge Richard 
Cebull held Ponce responsible for 
distributing about 33 pounds of 
crystal meth over fi ve years.
Ponce’s drug traffi cking was 
discovered by law enforcement 
agents in 2006 as they were 
monitoring co-defendant Jerry 
Rodriguez – one of Ponce’s 
customers.
Cebull said he wondered how 
Ponce could deal drugs for so 
long without getting caught, and 
said there’s no way to know how 
many people got addicted to meth 
because of him.
Ponce pleaded guilty to one 
count of conspiracy for selling 
meth from 2001 until April 2006.
Rodriguez and Evan Mauch, 
both of whom Ponce supplied, 
have pleaded guilty in separate 
indictments.
Assistant federal defender 
Dave Merchant asked for a fi ve-
year sentence, noting that Ponce 
was elderly, has signifi cant health 
problems and is not violent.
Cebull declined the shorter 
sentence but ordered Ponce to be 
imprisoned at a medical facility 
and allowed him to surrender 
there.
Aging man gets 11-year prison term for selling meth
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Big Feet, Big Heels
Hugh Carey/Montana Kaimin
Members of the UM football and men’s basketball teams march a complete mile in high heels around the UC’s second fl oor Wednesday afternoon, in part of the campaign to stop rape, sexual assault, and gender violence. The Student Assault 
Resource Center (SARC) from the Curry Health Center sponsored the campaign.
Mom’s diet may play role in baby’s gender
CHICAGO – Snips and snails 
and puppydog tails ... and cereal 
and bananas?
That could be what little boys 
are made of, according to surprising 
new research suggesting that what 
a woman eats before pregnancy 
infl uences the gender of her baby.
Having a hearty appetite, eating 
potassium-rich foods including 
bananas, and not skipping 
breakfast all seemed to raise the 
odds of having a boy.
The British research is billed 
as the fi rst in humans to show a 
link between a woman’s diet and 
whether she has a boy or girl.
It is not proof, but it fi ts with 
evidence from test tube fertilization 
that male embryos thrive best with 
longer exposure to nutrient-rich lab 
cultures, said Dr. Tarun Jain. He is 
a fertility specialist at University 
of Illinois at Chicago who wasn’t 
involved in the study.
It just might be that it takes 
more nutrients to build boys than 
girls, he said.
University of Exeter researcher 
Fiona Mathews, the study’s lead 
author, said the fi ndings also fi t 
with fertility research showing 
that male embryos aren’t likely to 
survive in lab cultures with low 
sugar levels. Skipping meals can 
result in low blood sugar levels.
Jain said he was skeptical when 
he fi rst heard about the research. 
But he said the study was well-
done and merits follow-up study 
to see if the theory proves true.
It’s not necessarily as far-
fetched as it sounds. While men’s 
sperm determine a baby’s gender, 
it could be that certain nutrients 
or eating patterns make women’s 
bodies more hospitable to sperm 
carrying the male chromosome, 
Jain said.
“It’s an interesting question. I’m 
not aware of anyone else looking 
at it in this manner,” he said.
The study was published 
Wednesday in the Proceedings 
of the Royal Society B, a British 
medical journal.
The research involved about 
700 fi rst-time pregnant women in 
the United Kingdom who didn’t 
know the sex of their fetuses. They 
were asked about their eating 
habits in the year before getting 
pregnant.
Among women with the highest 
calorie intake before pregnancy 
(but still within a normal, healthy 
range), 56 percent had boys, versus 
45 percent of the women with the 
lowest calorie intake.
Women who ate at least one 
bowl of breakfast cereal daily were 
87 percent more likely to have boys 
than those who ate no more than 
one bowlful per week. Cereal is a 
typical breakfast in Britain and in 
the study, eating very little cereal 
was considered a possible sign of 
skipping breakfast, Mathews said.
Compared with the women 
who had girls, those who had boys 
ate an additional 300 milligrams 
of potassium daily on average, 
“which links quite nicely with 
the old wives’ tale that if you 
eat bananas you’ll have a boy,” 
Mathews said.
Women who had boys also ate 
about 400 calories more daily than 
those who had girls, on average, 
she said.
Still, no one’s recommending 
pigging out if you really want a 
boy or starving yourself if you’d 
prefer a girl.
Lindsey Tanner
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Side
lines
Home games 
this week
Thursday through 
Saturday, April 24-26  – 
Woodsmen Competition, 9 
a.m., Fort Missoula
Saturday, April 26 – Men’s 
and women’s track and fi eld, 
Montana Open, Dornblaser 
Field, 10 a.m.
Sports 
Briefs
MEN’S TENNIS
School    Big Sky All
Sacramento State     8-0 14-7
Eastern Washington 7-1 16-6
Weber State     6-2 13-10
Montana State      6-3 11-11
Northern Arizona     4-4 7-14
Montana     3-5 7-8 
Idaho State     2-6 2-14
Portland State     1-7 5-17
Northern Colorado   0-8 2-15
WOMEN’S TENNIS
School  Big Sky All
Sacramento State     8-0 19-6
Northern Arizona     7-1 14-7
Montana State      6-2 11-5
Montana      5-3 8-11 
Eastern Washington 3-4 9-13
Northern Colorado  3-4 7-13
Portland State     2-6 6-17
Weber State     1-7 7-16
Idaho State     0-9 2-12
Standings
Golf: The University 
of Montana golfers took 
fourth place at the Big Sky 
Championships. Freshman 
Carissa Simmons carded a 2-
under-par 70 in the fi nal round 
to fi nish third overall. Her 
fi nal-round performance was 
a tournament low, and also 
earned her All-Tournament 
honors. The Griz fi nished with 
a fi nal round 304, and ended the 
tournament 10 strokes shy of 
league champion Portland State. 
PSU’s Hannah Bews took home 
the individual hardware, fi ring 
an even par in the fi nal round 
and fi nishing with a 4-over-par 
220 overall. UM senior Anna 
Maria Jaramillo fi nished in a tie 
for seventh. Both Simmons and 
Jaramillo led the event in par 
3 scoring, the only two players 
to average even par. Northern 
Arizona took second and Eastern 
Washington placed third. 
Basketball: At the Montana 
men’s basketball team’s awards 
dinner at the Depot Restaurant, 
forwards Jordan Hasquet and 
Andrew Strait were selected 
co-recipients of the 2008 Carl 
Dregstedt Award, given to 
UM’s MVP. Guard Matt Martin 
received the Naseby Rhinehart 
Award as the Grizzlies’ “Most 
Inspirational Player.” The John 
Eaheart Award, given to the 
team’s “Outstanding Defensive 
Player,” went to guard Ceylon-
Elgin Taylor. Guard Ryan 
Staudacher was selected as the 
player who “Best Represented 
Griz Basketball,” the Allan 
Nielsen Award.
Wood chips will fl y, sawdust 
will fi ll the air and logs will roll 
when the University of Montana 
Woodsmen Team hosts the 
Association of Western Forestry 
Clubs Conclave this week at Fort 
Missoula.
The regional competition for 
western forestry clubs began 
Wednesday and continues through 
Saturday. 
Teams from each school will 
compete in a variety of events 
such as pole climbing, crosscut 
sawing, logrolling, chopping and 
axe throwing. 
On Saturday teams will 
compete in the Stihl Timbersports 
Collegiate Series. A student from 
each school will compete head-
to-head with competitors in three 
different events: the underhand 
chop, stock saw and single buck. 
Winners receive prize money 
and equipment for his or her 
forestry club, and advance to the 
Stihl Timbersports Collegiate 
Championships in June. 
Woodsmen Team co-captain 
Jennifer Benedict said the last time 
UM hosted the event was 2002.
“We found out last March that 
we would be hosting (the conclave) 
and it has been on our minds since 
then,” Benedict said.  
The student-run UM team 
organized the entire competition 
including gathering timber, getting 
contracts, organizing logging tours 
and raising money, Benedict said.
UM junior and third-year 
Woodsmen Team member Pat 
Johnson said he is proud that 
Montana is able to host such a 
unique event.
“There is a lot of history behind 
it,” he said. “The industry has kind 
of taken a hit recently, a lot of 
people are saying these skills are 
a lost art.”
Roger Phelps, promotional 
communications manager of Stihl, 
said his company began sponsoring 
the collegiate series four years ago. 
Stilh has hosted a pro series for 23 
years. 
“We were looking for that 
next great American competitor,” 
Phelps said. “We decided to 
sponsor the collegiate conclaves, 
and we fell in love with it.”
Hosting the regional conclave 
costs the Woodsmen Team nearly 
$20,000, plus $4,000 in prize 
money. Stilh helps by covering 25 
percent of those costs.
“It is defi nitely a partnership,” 
Phelps said. “This is a terrifi c 
event. We are proud to support the 
passion of these competitors.”
Nearly 120 athletes are expected 
at the event. Participating schools 
include the University of Idaho, 
Oregon State University, Northern 
Arizona University, Central Oregon 
Community College, Flathead 
Valley Community College, 
Humboldt State University, Cal 
Poly, University of California, 
University of California-Berkeley, 
Colorado State University and 
University of Nevada-Reno.
Woodsmen Team hosts championship
Jake Grilley
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UM Woodsman Team member Meg Doolittle competes in the Association of Western Forestry Clubs annual Conclave. The Conclave is a week-long event that includes 
logging and forestry competitions as well as tours of local timber-related industries.  Eleven teams from all over the western U.S. compete in the Conclave.
Rugby clubs from near and 
far away lands will descend on 
Missoula this weekend to bang 
heads on the pitch, all the while 
continuing a 30-year old party.
The Missoula Maggots rugby 
club will host the 32nd annual 
Maggotfest this weekend at the 
Missoula Fairgrounds, and, in 
doing so, will fashion in yet 
another year of one of Missoula’s 
renown social events, a festivity 
that cannot be described in words 
according to Maggots captain Pat 
Ryerson. 
“You can’t really describe it 
with words,” says a chuckling 
Ryerson, who has been a part of 
the festive weekend every year 
since 2000. “It’s a good time, 
and it’s a positive atmosphere. 
Everyone is happy-go-lucky, 
enjoying themselves, just living in 
the moment. It’s an experience all 
in it’s own.”
Defi ned as a social tournament, 
Maggotfest carries traditional 
rituals dating back to 1977. With 
the tournament always being held 
in the last week of April, the fi eld 
accumulates a diverse pool of 
teams, ranging from London to 
Calgary to Seattle. And while the 
matches become virtual scraps, 
there is no bracket to decide a 
champion; all teams are guaranteed 
three games against clubs they 
wouldn’t usually face in the 
regular season. A key element of 
the tournament puts emphasis on 
the scene off the fi eld, including 
a traditional costume party on 
Saturday night at the Fairgrounds, 
which is regarded as one of 
Missoula’s main attractions during 
the calendar year. The festivities 
make the tournament one of the 
most unique in the country. 
“The social tournament is 
a dying breed,” Ryerson said. 
“The Maggots are going on 32 
years holding a tournament that’s 
been very successful, and it’s a 
wonderful time.” 
The tournament will feature 36 
teams this year, including 28 men’s 
and eight women’s teams fi lling 
out the fi eld. The Maggots will 
kick off the weekend tonight with a 
traditional Thursday night friendly 
against the Outback Barbarians, a 
club who hails from Queensland, 
Australia and is the tournament’s 
foreign gem. Aussie all stars from 
fi ve different provinces in the Land 
Down Under comprise the club, 
and are making Missoula one of 
four stops in their US tournament 
tour, aimed at raising money and 
awareness for prostate and breast 
cancer. Also appearing in the 
tournament will be teams from 
Pennsylvania and Arizona, as well 
as the Highwaymen, a contingent 
of 25 players who live along the 
I-5 conglomerate, from Eugene 
to Santa Barbara. The coveted 
treasures of the weekend include 
the Best Play on the Pitch Trophy, 
which honors the team that exudes 
Roman Stubbs
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Maggotfest sure to promise a party
See WOODSMAN, page 14 
See MAGGOTFEST, page 14
Jerek Wolcott / For the Montana Kaimin
the best performance and skills 
over the three games, and more 
notably, the Most Honored Side 
Trophy, which celebrates the team 
with the best rugby persona on and 
off the fi eld. 
Alongside the national and 
international intrigue, UM clubs 
will also have their usual stake in 
the festivities this weekend. The 
Jesters and Betterside are both 
looking forward to their most 
important weekend of the season. 
“It’s a whole new experience 
every year,“ said Jesters’ team 
president Trent Drinkwalter. “The 
social aspect is the best part of this 
tournament.  Everyone is there for 
the same reason – to play rugby 
and have a good time.”
Drinkwalter also noted that 
while the tournament offers a 
unique atmosphere, the three 
games allow the club to make 
necessary adjustments heading 
into next weekend’s Montana 
Rugby Union Cup in Bozeman.  
“Maggotfest is a great social 
event, but it’s also a chance to 
see who is playing well at each 
position, so you can prepare for 
state. Hopefully we can make a 
run at the tournament this year,” 
Drinkwalter said. 
Betterside is coming off a 
convincing shutout win over 
Gonzaga at Dornblaser Field last 
weekend, and already boasts a win 
over Washington State earlier this 
season. But for Betterside captain 
Susie Polasky, Maggotfest is a 
season all in its own. 
“I’m so excited,” said Polasky, 
who will make her third appearance 
in the tournament this weekend. 
While Polasky acknowledged the 
signifi cance in being honored for 
the Best Play on the Pitch trophy, 
which the team won in 2005, she 
believes that at Maggotfest, nothing 
would top the Most Honored Side 
Trophy, an honor the club hasn’t 
captured since 1997.   
“I think the trophy really shows 
your support for rugby and the 
team spirit you have. It means 
people see you, recognize you,” 
Polasky said, then added with a 
laugh,  “We’re going to try our 
best to win them both.”  
And in the meantime, while 
bleeding and clawing for those 
awards, she and hundreds of 
players alike hope to have the 
times of their lives. 
“You’re not going to go to 
another tournament and have the 
time of your life. Rugby players in 
general come to this because there 
is no other tournament like it,” said 
Ryerson. “This is their social event 
that they can look forward to year 
in and year out.”
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Continued from page 13
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Continued from page 13
Montana is one of the favorites 
coming into the competition. 
The team has participated in four 
shows this season and has taken 
top honors at each.
“We have a strong program 
here,” Benedict said. “We are 
hoping to win it.”
The UM team has 27 members, 
including 12 women. The club is 
open to any student, and current 
members major in forestry, 
business, education, wildlife 
biology and pharmacy.
Johnson said the atmosphere 
surrounding timbersports is 
different than more traditional 
sporting competitions.
“The whole logging sports 
environment is about camaraderie 
and work,” he said. “We spend a 
lot of time with each other. You get 
to know one another and the other 
teams and develop friendships.”
The public is invited to attend 
Saturday’s competition at the 
Garrett Grothen Arena at Fort 
Missoula. Admission to the event 
costs $3 for adults, $2 for seniors 
and $1 for students.  Segments of 
Saturday’s competition will air on 
ESPN-U. 
Sophomore wing Casey ‘Pisces X’ Linane-Booey throws a diving pass to a teammate during a scrum half drill. Coach Lance Oaas pushed the team hard in preparation for Maggotfest. The fi rst game starts today with the Old 
Maggots against Happy Valley, from Pennsylvania.
A competitor rests his ax on his boots while waiting 
in line to compete in the ax-throwing competition.
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Foley arranged the meeting. 
“I wasn’t here when this 
meeting was arranged,” Dennison 
said. 
This started the seven-
minute-long meeting, which 
was punctuated by long silences 
after Dennison said he would not 
change his mind.   
For their participation in the sit-
in, nine students were charged with 
disorderly conduct and criminal 
trespass. These charges carry 
maximum penalties of a $1,000 
fi ne and/or one year in jail, and a 
$500 fi ne and/or six months in jail, 
respectively.  
The nine students must appear 
before Judge Don Louden’s 
municipal court before May 1. 
They have not yet decided on a 
lawyer.
“You all can do as you like, but 
understand there are consequences 
for your actions,” Dennison said.
Dennison said until concerns 
that the program violates anti-
trust laws are quashed, UM will 
not consider signing on, even 
conditionally. The program is 
seeking a letter from the U.S. 
Department of Justice approving 
the DSP, but they won’t seek this 
letter until the spring.
Kendra Kallevig, one of the 
students involved with the sit-in, 
asked Dennison for a promise to 
sign onto the DSP once this letter 
came through.
He emphatically refused this 
promise, but said once the program 
is approved he will consider it.
Kallevig said she was very 
unhappy with this outcome, and 
one member of SESJ at the table 
was in tears.
“We are disgusted and 
disappointed with this decision,” 
Kallevig told Dennison.
At this point SESJ will continue 
to try to drum up support to make 
their case to the administration, 
said SESJ member Katie Pritchard. 
Though it does not look like 
Dennison is going to budge.
Pritchard is currently working 
on getting support from more 
students, local labor unions, 
national labor unions and local 
politicians.
“Ultimately he has decided the 
voices of students don’t matter,” 
Pritchard said.
MEETING
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Pissed? Pleased? 
Perturbed?
Write a letter to the editor.
kaiminletters@
umontana.edu
